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his remonstrances against their dissolute lives; when
he questioned the authenticity of their saint, 1 heir fury
knew no bounds. They declared that Bede was an in-
corrigible liar, Abelard a sacrilegious heretic. Their
founder had travelled in Greece, and brought home
irrefragable proofs that their St. Denys was the convert
of St. Paul. It was not the honour of the monastery
alone which was now at stake, but that of the whole
realm. Abelard was denounced as guilty of treasonable
impiety against France by thus deposing her great
tutelar saint. The vengeance of the King was invoked
against him. Abelard fled. Both he and the prior of
a monastery near Troyes, who was so rash as to be one
of his believers, were threatened with excommunication.
The blow so shocked the Abbot of St. Denys (he was said
indeed to have broken his constitution by intemperance)
that he died, and thus relieved Abelard from one of his
most obstinate and bitter enemies. The Court was
appeased, and through the royal interest, Abelard was
permitted to withdraw to a more peaceful solitude.

After some delay Abelard availed himself of the royal
permission; he found a wild retreat, near the small
river Ardrissan, not far from Troyes. There, like the
hermits of old, he built his solitary cabin of osiers and
of thatch. But the sanctity of Antony or of Benedict,
or of the recent founder of the Cistercian order, was
not more attractive than the cell of the philosopher.
Abelard, thus degraded in the eyes of men and in his
own estimation by his immorality and by its punish-
ment, branded with the suspicion of heresy by a council
of the Church, with a reputation for arrogance and an
intractable temper, which brought discord wherever he
went, an outcast of society rather than a world-wearied
anchorite, had nevertheless lost none of his influence*